Used to/get used to/ be used to


A. Listening to the dialogue between an international student in Australia and an Australian and fill in the blanks according what you hear.

Note: I= International student               A=Australian

A: How long have you been in Australia?

I: About 3 months.

A: How are you finding life in Australia?

I: ah.. It is not as easy as I thought it was going to be.

A: What is the hardest thing?

I: Well, the food is a bit _(1)_______ here. In China, we’re used to eating rice every day . Here it’s bread or ______(2)___________ or bread or chips or bread...

A: Yes, I suppose it’s a bit boring.

I: But I am __(3)____  to the Aussie accent. When I first arrived, I used to have problems listening to such fast speech.

A: Really? I did not know that we spoke fast.

I: I tell you what though...I am still not used to the stuff you call vegemite. It’s ___(4)_________.

B. Complete the sentences with used to/didn’t use to, be/ be not used to, or get used to. Then check your answers with the person next to you.

1 Foreign visitors to Spain find it difficult to ________________having dinner at 9.30p.m. 

2 Before I __________________like living alone, in fact I hated it. Now I __________________it, and I prefer being on my own.

3   I’m a farmer, so I __________________getting up early. I’ve been doing it for years.

4   New parents often take a long time to _____________living with a small baby.

5  I always _____________drink lots of coffee, but now I only drink herb teas.

6  I _______________work by myself until I joined this company, so I __________________working in a team. I find it quite difficult.

7  I don’t think I’ll ever _______________living in the city. I’ve always loved the country.

C.  Tell a partner about……

   ---someone you used to like when you were younger (and now are embarrassed about)

   ---something that you used to do as a child that your family still talk about

   ---a food you didn’t use to like but you do now

   ---a change at work/school/university that was a problem at first but now you are used to 

   ---something you’ve given up and have had to get used to not having

   ---something foreign visitors to your country have to get used to

D. Write an e-mail to your friend in your home country. In the e-mail, you can tell him or her what you are used to/get used to and what you are not used to in Australia. Also you should tell your friend what you used to do in your country, but cannot do in Australia. There is an example that had been done for you.

Dear Tom,

I have been in Australia for 3 months now and I find it difficult to get used to the lifestyle here. 

The CBD area here is small, because I am used to being surrounded by thousands of skyscrapers in Shanghai. In Shanghai, I used to go shopping at 10:00 pm, but here supermarkets and shops close very early. The public transportation is not reliable here. I am used to travelling by underground in Shanghai, as the trains are fast and frequent. By comparison, sometimes it takes ages to wait for a bus in Adelaide, but I am getting used to being patient and tolerant. Moreover, my homestay mother always makes bread and sausage for me and I cannot get used to the food. I miss Shanghai steamed dumplings which I used to have everyday.

However, not everything is bad. I did not use to speak English fluently, but now I am used to the Aussie accent and can communicate with my Aussie friends. Also, I enjoy the environment in Adelaide. Possibly next time I am back, I will not be able to get used to the air in Shanghai.

I will send you some photos of Australia and look forward to hearing from you.

Best Wishes,

Shenglan

Dear______________,

Best Wishes,

______________

Summary

People often get confused about the use of used to + infinitive and be/get used to + ‘ing’ form because they look similar. They are, however, completely different.

‘used to + infinitive’

We use ‘used to’ to talk about things that happened in the past – actions or states – that no longer happen now.

She used to be a long distance runner when she was younger.
I used to eat meat but I became a vegetarian 5 years ago.
The negative is ‘didn’t use to’ and questions are formed with ‘Did you use to …?’
There is no present tense equivalent of ‘used to’. To talk about present habits we use the present simple and an adverb of frequency (usually, always, often, never, etc.)
e.g. I often eat at the Japanese restaurant in the city centre.

‘be/get used to’

If you are used to something, you are accustomed to it – you don’t find it unusual. If you get used to something or you are getting used to something you are becoming accustomed to it – it was strange, now it’s not so strange.

I found Slovak food very strange at first but I’m used to it now.
I’m getting used to driving on the right.
Both ‘be used to’ and ‘get used to’ are followed by a noun (or pronoun) or the gerund – the ‘ing’ form of a verb.

I can’t get used to getting up so early. I’m tired all the time.
He’s not used to the weather here yet. He’s finding it very cold.
‘Be/get used to’ can be used with past, present and future tenses.

You might find it strange at first but you’ll soon get used to it.
He wasn’t used to the heat and he caught sunstroke.
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/grammar-reference/used-infinitive-and-beget-used



